
	  

	  

INTENDED	  FOR	  INCORPORATION	  INTO	  CLINIC	  WEBSITES	  	  

Clinic Website Content about Heart Failure 
[NOTE TO CLINICS: This web content is designed to be educational for your clients to learn about heart disease, 
heart failure, and treatment for heart failure. If you have an educational section of your website, it would fit well as a 
heart disease page, with subpages as noted below. If your clinic/hospital features a cardiology specialty, we 
recommend linking to and from this section to a page describing your cardiology expertise. You may also want to 
include success stories of dogs treated in your clinic. There is a full version and an abbreviated version to meet 
your clinic’s needs.]  

[FULL VERSION] 

[PAGE TITLE (for navigation)] 
Heart disease and heart failure 

[headline] 
Did you know dogs can get heart disease and heart failure? 

[visual suggestions: Include a picture of your team examining a dog with a heart condition, 
looking at an X-ray, or simply show a dog that is out of breath/resting.] 

[subhead] 
Your dog could be at risk for heart disease and heart failure.  

[text] 

Unfortunately, heart disease is not just a human condition. It can affect dogs too. About 10% of all 
dogs have heart disease, and the prevalence of heart disease increases dramatically with age.1 
Almost all dogs that get heart disease acquire the disease as adults. Only about 5% of dogs are 
born with heart problems (called congenital defects). These defects are usually diagnosed when a 
dog is still a young puppy.  

[subhead] 

There are 2 common types of heart disease in dogs that may lead to heart failure.  

[text] 

The most common type affects the heart’s valves and is more commonly seen in small dogs. For 
example:  

• Cavalier King Charles Spaniel 
• Boston Terrier 
• Chihuahua 
• Fox Terrier 
• Miniature Pinscher 
• Poodle 
• Pekingese 
• Pomeranian 
• Whippet 

  



	  

	  

The risk for heart disease of the valves in small breed dogs gets worse with age: 
• About 10% of small breed dogs between the ages of 5 and 8 years are affected2 
• 20–25% of small breed dogs between the ages of 9 and 12 years are affected2 
• 30–35% of small breed dogs more than 13 years are affected2 
• 75% of small breed dogs over 16 years are affected3 

If your dog is getting older (7 or older) or is one of the breeds shown above, you may want to 
schedule a heart exam. 

[text] 

The other type of heart disease affects the heart’s muscle and is more common in medium to 
large dogs. For example: 

• Doberman Pinscher 
• Great Dane 
• Afghan Hound 
• Boxer 
• Cocker Spaniel 
• Dalmatian 
• Irish Wolfhound 
• Newfoundland 
• Saint Bernard 
• Scottish Deerhound 

If your dog is at risk for heart disease, do not lose hope. In dogs with either type of heart disease, 
the body will adapt to the condition, and it will take some time before heart failure develops. In 
some dogs, heart disease may not lead to heart failure. 

Because the dog’s body can adjust to the condition temporarily, you may not know if your dog has 
one of these types of heart disease—especially early in the course of disease. Both of these types 
of heart disease may be present for quite some time before you will see any outward signs.  

The best way to find out if heart disease is or could be a problem is to bring your dog in for regular 
checkups. We are able to detect the presence of disease much earlier than you can, even before 
heart failure begins. Remember, early detection is the key to successful management.  

[subhead] 

What is heart failure? 

[text] 

Heart failure occurs when the heart is unable to pump enough blood to meet the body’s needs. 
The heart works harder to do its job and begins to function poorly. The signs of early heart failure 
can be mistaken for normal aging. However, if you see any of the signs listed below, these could 
be caused by heart failure. 

  



	  

	  

This is what you should look for: 

• Coughing 
• Changes in breathing 
• Difficulty breathing 
• Shortness of breath 
• Changes in behavior 
• Lack of energy/tires easily 
• Exercise intolerance 
• Restlessness—especially at night 
• Changes in appetite 

[Callouts/calls to action] 
Call [Insert clinic phone number] now to schedule a heart exam. We can help detect heart disease 
earlier when it will be easier to manage. 

If you think your dog may be at risk for heart failure, learn more about what we can do. [links to 
subpage on diagnosis and treatment options]. 
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[SUBPAGE TITLE (for navigation)] 
Heart failure diagnosis and treatment 

[headline] 
Heart failure diagnosis and treatment 

[subhead] 
Early diagnosis makes heart disease easier to manage. 

[text] 
The early signs of heart disease can look similar to other conditions. Signs like difficulty breathing, 
coughing, or rapid breathing may coincide with signs of other respiratory diseases. We will follow 
a series of key steps and use some of the latest diagnostic tools to distinguish heart disease from 
other problems. 

1. History: We will need to know the age, breed, and medical history of your dog. We will ask 
when cough started (if applicable) in addition to the following:  
• Changes in attitude, behaviour, and activity level 
• Changes in breathing 
• Changes in appetite and weight 
• Sleeping habits 
• Previous evidence of heart disease 
• Previous treatment history  

2. Physical examination: This provides us with clues as to whether your dog has any heart-
related problems. We will evaluate: 
• Weight and body condition 
• Breathing rates 
• Heart rates 
• Pulse rates 
• Abdominal shape 

3.  Listening to your dog’s heart and lungs: A stethoscope will allow us to determine if a heart 
murmur is present. A murmur occurs when blood leaks back through the heart’s valves in the 
wrong direction, which is an early indication of valve disease. Also, the heart rate and rhythm 
can be assessed with a stethoscope to determine if there is an irregular heartbeat. We can 
listen to the lungs to detect abnormal sounds. 

4. X-rays: These can help us evaluate the size and shape of the heart and assess the severity of 
your dog’s heart disease. 

5. Additional tests: 
• Blood testing for markers of heart disease  
• A blood pressure test 
• An electrocardiogram 
• An echocardiogram 

  



	  

	  

[subhead] 
Is heart failure treatable? 

[text] 
If your dog has been diagnosed with heart failure, we will recommend a treatment program. Your 
dog’s treatment program will vary according to your dog’s needs and the type and stage of their 
disease. There is no cure, but with early diagnosis and treatment, you may prolong and improve 
your dog’s life.1,2 

With the most advanced treatment options and consistent dosing, your dog may live longer than 
those that are not treated (or not treated with the complete regimen of heart disease 
medications).1  

You should also see improvement in your dog’s quality of life:2 

• Less coughing 
• Increased energy 
• Improved appetite 
• Less likely to struggle for breath or faint 

[Call to action] 
Call [Insert clinic phone number] now to schedule a heart exam. [Insert name of clinic doctor] may 
be able to help detect heart disease and give you advice on how you can help your dog. 

[Optional call to action (if you have a cardiology specialty and a webpage)] 
Learn more about our cardiology expertise [links to cardiology page (if applicable)] 

References: 
1. Häggström J, Boswood A, O’Grady M, et al. Effect of pimobendan or benazepril hydrochloride on survival times in 
dogs with congestive heart failure caused by naturally occurring myxomatous mitral valve disease: the QUEST study. 
J Vet Intern Med. 2008;22(5):1124–1135. 
2. Lombard CW, Jöns O, Bussadori CM; for the VetSCOPE Study. Clinical efficacy of pimobendan versus benazepril 
for the treatment of acquired atrioventricular valvular disease in dogs. J Am Anim Hosp Assoc. 2006;42(4):249–261. 

  



	  

	  

[ABBREVIATED VERSION] 

[PAGE TITLE (for navigation)] 
Heart disease and heart failure 

[headline] 
Did you know dogs can get heart disease and heart failure? 

[visual suggestions: Include a picture of your team examining a dog with a heart condition, 
looking at an X-ray, or simply show a dog that is out of breath/resting.] 

[subhead] 
Your dog could be at risk for heart disease and heart failure.  

[text] 
Unfortunately, heart disease is not just a human condition. It can affect dogs too. About 10% of all 
dogs have heart disease, and the occurrence of heart disease increases dramatically with age.1  

[subhead] 
There are 2 common types of heart disease in dogs that may lead to heart failure.  

[text] 
The most common type affects the heart’s valves and is more commonly seen in small dogs, such 
as Cavalier King Charles Spaniels. The other type of heart disease affects the heart’s muscle and 
is more common in medium to large dogs, such as Doberman Pinschers and Great Danes. 

If your dog is diagnosed with heart disease, do not lose hope. In dogs with either type of heart 
disease, the body will adapt to the condition, and it will take some time before heart failure 
develops. In some dogs, heart disease may not lead to heart failure. 

[subhead] 
What is heart failure? 

[text] 
Heart failure occurs when the heart is unable to pump enough blood to meet the body’s needs. 
The heart works harder to do its job and functions poorly. The signs of early heart failure, such as 
reluctance to exercise or play, can be mistaken for normal aging. However, if you see any of the 
signs listed below, these could be caused by heart failure. 

This is what you should look for: 

• Coughing 
• Changes in breathing 
• Difficulty breathing 
• Shortness of breath 
• Changes in behavior 
• Lack of energy/tires easily 
• Exercise intolerance 
• Restlessness—especially at night 
• Changes in appetite 



	  

	  

[subhead] 
Is heart failure treatable? 

[text] 
If your dog has been diagnosed with heart failure, we will recommend a treatment program. Your 
dog’s treatment program will vary according to your dog’s needs and the type and stage of their 
disease. There is no cure, but with early diagnosis and treatment with the most advanced options, 
you may lengthen and improve your dog’s life.2,3 You will see the differences: 

• Less coughing 
• Increased energy 
• Improved appetite 
• Less likely to struggle for breath or faint 

[Call to action] 
Call [Insert clinic phone number] now to schedule a heart exam. [Insert name of clinic doctor] may 
be able to help detect heart disease and give you advice on how you can help your dog. 

If you think your dog may be at risk for heart failure, learn more about what we can do. [links to 
subpage on diagnosis and treatment options]. 
[Optional call to action (if you have a cardiology specialty and a webpage)] 
Learn more about our cardiology expertise [links to cardiology page (if applicable)]. 
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2. Häggström J, Boswood A, O’Grady M, et al. Effect of pimobendan or benazepril hydrochloride on survival times in 
dogs with congestive heart failure caused by naturally occurring myxomatous mitral valve disease: the QUEST study. 
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