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Clinic eNewsletter Article to Pet Owners About Heart Failure 
[NOTE TO CLINICS: This article is designed to be used as an educational tool for your clients to learn about heart 
disease, heart failure, and treatment for heart failure. If your clinic/hospital sends an email newsletter to clients who 
have opted in to receive communications, we recommend including this content to encourage clients to schedule a 
heart examination for their dog.] 
 

[headline] 
Your dog could be at risk for heart disease and heart failure.  
 
[text] 
Unfortunately, heart disease is not just a human condition. It can affect dogs too, especially as 
they get older. Small dogs are commonly affected, but large dogs, such as Dobermans and Great 
Danes, are also at risk.  
 
Heart failure occurs when the heart is unable to pump enough blood to meet the body’s needs. 
The heart has to work harder to do its job and begins functioning poorly, which may result in signs 
like difficulty breathing, coughing, tiring easily, and even fainting. However, the signs of early heart 
failure can be subtle and mistaken for normal aging. If your dog has heart failure, you may not 
know it. Your dog may simply appear tired or have a decreased appetite. Coughing, difficulty 
breathing, fainting, and swelling of the abdomen may be seen as heart failure progresses. 
  
If you think your dog may be at risk, schedule an appointment for a heart exam. We can help 
determine whether your dog has evidence of heart disease or heart failure. We will conduct a 
thorough physical examination, listen to your dog’s heart, and recommend further tests if needed.  
 
Our aim is to help detect heart disease or heart failure earlier when it will be easier to manage. 
Early diagnosis and treatment may lengthen and improve your dog’s life.1,2  
 
Call us today to schedule an appointment so we can evaluate your dog’s heart health. 
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